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Module Aims:  
This module will establish the significance of research within health care practice. 

 

It aims to identify fundamental research concepts and methods used in health care and will 

enable the student to develop a critical understanding of research processes in order to 

enhance service user care and interventions. 

 



Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 

 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

1. Relate the purpose and use of research to their relevant areas of health care practice 

and distinguish research-based evidence from other types of knowledge and 

information. 

2. Evaluate the value and risks of research in health & social care, including its influence 

on and application to best practice. 

3. Differentiate between qualitative and quantitative approaches to research, comparing 

and contrasting their relative merits and application to health care practice. 

4. Analyse research findings and appraise the strengths and weaknesses of research 

studies in order to apply to current issues in service user care and interventions. 

 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 

 Academic writing  

 Database searching / IT skills 

 Systematic enquiry/ managing information / use of evidence 

 Critical appraisal 

 Application of research evidence to current issues in related health & social care fields 

 

NHS Knowledge Skills Framework (Core & Specific) 

Personal & People Development 

Service Improvement 

Quality   

Information & Knowledge 1- 3 

General 1,2, 5 & 7 

 

National Occupational Standards 

SCDHSC31 

CCLD420 

  

 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 

Students will be expected to submit a written critique of one mixed mode research study. 

They will consider the research methods employed within the study and determine its value 

within their relevant field of health & social care practice. 

 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 
 

 1 – 4 Essay 100%   3000  

 



 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Interactive lectures, group work and discussion, directed study and presentations.  Moodle™ 

will be available to enable students to offer support to each other.  Students will have access 

to audio, email and group tutorial support. 

 
 

Syllabus outline: 

 
Knowledge acquisition including systematic enquiry and anecdotal evidence. Key features of 

the research process; Qualitative and quantitative research approaches / Research 

terminology / Database searching and selection / Formulating a research question / Sampling 

methods & recruitment / Data collection and analysis methods / Quality issues in research -  

trustworthiness and rigour in qualitative research / reliability and validity in quantitative 

research / Research ethics / Research critique / The application of research to  health & 

social care practice and its impact on contemporaneous issues.  
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